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Two hundred years of botanical history 
of our country is largely centred round the 
Indian Botanic Garden (formerly Royal 
Botanic Garden). In the commemoration 
volume of the 150th anniversary, which 
was held in January, 1938, there is a detailed 
documentation' about the establishment, 
development and genesis of this world 
famous botanic Garden. 

Colonel Robert Kyd of the Bengal Infantry, 
a keen horticulturist, was the pioneer in 
establishing the garden in 1787 with 310 
acres of land at the present site of the 
garden. Actually, the garden now occupies 
273 acres of land as the rest of the land 
was transferred to the Bengal Engineering 
(B.E.) College, for its establishment 
(formerly Bishop College) at the time of 
Dr. Nathaniel Wallich. 

Sir William Roxburgh, father of Indian 
Botany, was the first to draw up a catalogue 
of about 3500 plants then growing in the 
garden. This Catalogue: Hortus Bengalen- 
sis (1814) — in two parts was published 
by his equally famous friend Rev. Dr. William 
Carey, the celebrated missionary. 
Roxburgh's Flora Indica and Plantae Coro- 
mandefianae (in) 3 volumes and his wonder¬ 
ful large folio-size coloured illustrations, 
2382 in number and in 35 volumes were 
prepa red'between 1794-1813 with the 
help of (our) Indian artists and formed the 
nucleus of Hooker's Flora of British India 
and subsequent publications on Indian 
Botany. 


Thereafter, Dr. N. Wallich published in 
three volumes Plantae Asiaticae Rariores 
with coloured illustrations, which acclaimed 
him as a pioneer botanist. Dr. William 
Griffith who officiated during the absence 
of Dr. Wallich from 1842-1844, died 
suddenly in 1845 at Malacca-, while making 
a botanical expedition. Griffith's extensive 
notes and drawings were published by the 
Government in 9 volumes after his death. 

Sir George King, a name to conjure with, 
in Indian Botany and the father of the 
Botanical Survey of India (BSI) made very 
significant and enormous contributions 
towards Indian Botany. It was he who 
initiated the publication of the famous 
Annals of the Royal Botanic Garden, 
Calcutta in 1887. The first volume of 
Records of the Botanical Survey of India 
appeared in1893.W.S. Kurz's Forest Flora 
of British Burma was also a milestone of 
publication. 

Sir David Prain's valuable botanical contri¬ 
butions on Bengal plants (2 volumes) and 
on Dioscorea in collaboration with I.H. 
Burkill made him world famous. 

Lt. Col. A.T. Gage; who succeeded Sir 
David Prain, published a catalogue of 
non-herbaceo.us phanerogams cultivated 
in the Royal Botanic Garden, Calcutta, for 
facilitating the exchange with other botanical 
institutions. 

C.C. Calder's monograph on Oxalis is 
another pioneer work which originated from 
this botanic garden. 
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Among the Indian Superintendents 
(which have been redesignated as the 
Deputy Director later on since its merger 
with the Botanical Survey of India on 1st 
January, 1963) K.P. Biswas's work on Algae 
and Systematic Botany and taxonomic work 
on the flora of Eastern Himalaya., D. 
Chatterjee's work on Endemism, Plant 
geography. Plant taxonomy, S. K. 
Mukerjee's work on revision of Labiatae, 
J. Sen and J.N. Naskar's work on non- 
herbeceous plants of the Indian Botanic 
Garden, S.N. Mitra and his collaborators' 
contribution to Horticulture, D.B. Deb's 
revisional works of Rubiaceae, Solanaceae 
and Liliaceae with his students are very 
worth mentioning. Last but not least, the 
works of R.K. Chakraverty at at. on Plant 
physiology and horticulture may also be 
mentioned. 

The role of Indian Botanic Garden in the 
dissemination of plants and saplings are 
noteworthy. On this happy occasion of its 
completion of 200 years of existence, 
different scientists and enlites would pay 
their respectful homage to this u/ma mater 
of Indian Botany. 


Apart from the above role of the Botanic 
Garden for the purposes of germination, 
growth, flowering, adaptation, education, 
recreation, growing of drug plants, exotjc 
plants, horticultural and vegetable resources 
the Garden is most important from the 
poijrt of strategy of conservation as a back 
up and stand by. The Botanic Garden serves 
as a centre for the preservation of rare and 
endangered species. There are hundreds 
of plants which have their own unusual 
characteristics and it is considered that 
the only way to protect these plants is to 
cultivate them in the Gardens as there is 
large scale habitat loss. It should bepossible 
to develop controlled conditions for intro* 
duction, reintroduction and study of their 
possible uses of endangered species in the 
garden which may otherwise be lost forever. 
As a rescue centre botanic garden serves 
the purpose of preventing plant extinctions 
and thereby to benefit mankind at large. 

A systematic bibliography of the workers 
is appended below for the benefit of the 
scientists, researchers and the students as 
well.The arrangement is chronological and 
list of authors is arranged chronologically 
in the present work. 


CHRONOLOGICAL BIBLIOGRAPHY 


ROXBURGH, WILLIAM 
1814 

Hortus Benga/ensis. Printed at the 
Mission Press, Serampore. 

1820-1824; 1832 

Flora Indica. Serampore : Mission 
Press, Calcutta. 

VOIGT, J.O. 

1844 

Hortus suburbanus ca/cuttensis, a 
catalogue of the plants which have 
been cultivated in Hon. East. India 
Company's Botanic Garden, 
Calcutta and Dr. Carey's Garden, 


Serampore, drawn up according 
to the Jussieuan arrangement, 
Calcutta. Bishop's College Press. 
VII. 745. LXIII P. 

SCOTT, J. 

1868 

l^ist of higher cryptogams in Royal 
Botanic Garden, Calcutta. J. Agri. 
hort. Soc. India 1(2). 

KING. GEORGE 
1893 

A short account of Col. Kyd. The 
founder of the Royal Botanic 
Garden, Calcutta. Ann. R. Bot. Gdn. 
Calcutta 4:11. 
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1895 

A guide to the Royal Botanic 
Garden, Calcutta. Calcutta; 
Thacker Spink & Co. 32. IV P. 

1895 

A brief Memoir of William Rox¬ 
burgh. Ann. R. Bot. Gdn. Calcutta 
5(1) : 1-9. 

PRAIN, D. 

1902 

A Guide to the Royal Botanic 
Garden, Calcutta. Calcutta, Bengal 
Secretariat Press. 

GAGE, A.T. 

1912 

Catalogue to Non-Herbaceous 
Phanerogams cultivated in the 
Royal Botanic Garden, Calcutta, 
Rec. Bot. Surv. India 5(5): 1-367. 

BISWAS, K. 

1940 

The Royal Botanic Garden, Cal¬ 
cutta. Curr. Sci. 9(8) : 391-393. 

1940 

The Royal Botanic Garden, Cal¬ 
cutta. Sci. & Cult 6(1): 26-33. 

1940 

Peculiar behavior of a Banana plant 
at the Royal Botanic Garden. Sci. 
& Cult. 5(2). 

1942 

The 150th anniversary volume of 
the Annals of Royal Botanic Garden, 
Calcutta. 

1950 

The original correspondence of Sir 
Joseph Banks relating to the foun¬ 
dations of the Royal Botanic 
Garden, Calcutta, and the summary 
of the 150th anniversary volume 
of the Annals of the Royal Botanic 
Garden, Calcutta J.R. Asiat. Soc. 
Bengal fMonog. Ser). 9 : 1-62. 


SEN, J. 

1962 

The Indian Botanic Garden, sibpore, 
Calcutta. Nature 195 : 18-19; 
Taxon 11:212-213; Sci. & Cult. 
28 :465. 

-AND S.K. BASU 

1963 Variegated leaf of infected plants 
of Samanea saman (Jacq.) Merr. 
Nature 198(4875) : 103. 
BURKILL, I.H. 

1965 

Chapters on the History of Botany 
in India l-XI, 1 -245. Manager, Govt, 
of India Press. Delhi. 

SEN, J. 

1965 

Dr. William Roxburgh : The father 
of Indian Botany. Nature 207 
(5003) : 1234-1235. 

1965 

A new perspective in gardening 
and aforestation. Hort. Bull. 
(Calcutta) 1 : 13-17. 

-AND J.N. NASKAR 

1965 

Non-herbaceous phanerogams of 
the Indian Botanic Garden, Cal¬ 
cutta. Bull. Bot. Surv. India 7:31- 
61. 

RICHARD, A.HAWOOD AND 
DULCIEA. POWELL 

Indian Botanic Garden, Calcutta 
and Gardens of the West Indies. 
Bull. Bot. Surv. India 7:1-7. 

SANTAPAU, H. 
i 965 

The Indian Botanic Garden the past 
175 years. Bull. Bot. Surv. India 
7 : i-vii. 

BASU, S.K. 

1967 

Mussaenda phi/lipica A. Rich. 

and its cultivation in Indian Botanic 
Garden.Hort. Bull. 3(1); 1-4. 
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1967 

Victoria amazonica — its cultivation 
in Indian Botanic Garden. Hort. Buii. 
3(1) : 17-19. 

GHOSH, R.B. 

1968 

Loranthaceous parasite of the 
Indian Botanic Garden, Calcutta. 
Sci. & Cult. 34 : 426-427. 

1968 

Some unrecorded host plants of a 
flowering parasite Dendropthoe 
fa/cata (L.f.) Etting (Loranthus 
longif/orus Lour.) in the Indian 
Botanic Garden, Calcutta. Bull. hot. 
Soc. Bengal 22 : 239-242. 

1968 

A note on two new hosts of Den¬ 
dropthoe fa/cata (L.f.) Etting. Indian 
Forester 94 : 778. 

MUKHERJEE, K.D. AND R.B. GHOSH 

1968 

Trees and shrubs of Indian Botanic 
Garden (Calcutta) producing edible 
fruits : a preliminary list. Bull. hot. 
Soc. Bengal-22 : 89-100. 

BASU, S.K. 

1969 

The Indian Botanic Garden, Cal¬ 
cutta. Principes 13 : 115-119. 

BHATTACHARJEE, A.K. AND A.K. DAS 
1969 

Chemical composition of grains of 
Pennisetum nigritarum grown at 
Indian Botanic Garden. Journ. Food 
Sci. & Tech. 6 : 285. 

GHOSH. R.B. AND A.K. DUTTA 
1969 On some odorous ornamental 
plants of the Indian Botanic Garden. 
Indian J. ornamental Horticulture. 
1(3). 16-17. 

GHOSH, R.B. 

1971 

Preliminary observations on some 


angiospermic epiphytes and para¬ 
sites in the Indian Botanic Garden, 
Sibpur, Howrah. Indian Journ. 
Agric. Res. 5 : 65-66. 

1971 

On the census of the vascular 
epiphytic plants in the Indian 
Botanic Garden, Calcutta. Bull. hot. 
Soc. Bengal 25 : 33-35. 

MITRA, S.N., R.B. GHOSH AND 

J.N. NASKAR 

1971 

A census of the aquatic and semi 
aquatic vegitation of the Indian 
Botanic Garden, Howrah. Bull. hot. 
Soc. Bengal 25 : 11-15. 

BANERJEE, D.K. AND D.C. PAL 
1974 

Indian Botanic Garden (Grasses) 
Bull. Bot. Surv. India 16 : 72-81. 

GHOSH, R.B. 

1974 

Some notes on the orchids of Indian 
Botanic Garden, Calcutta. Ne Okika 
O Hawaii 2 : 14-16. 

BASU, S.K. AND SAIBAL BASU 
1975(1978) 

A census of palms cultivated in the 
Indian Botanic Garden, Howrah. 
Bull. Bot. Surv. India 17 : 32-40. 

GHOSH, R.B., S.N. MITRA AND 
A.K. BANERJEE 

1975 

On the preliminary check list of 
phanerogamic climbers of the 
Indian Botanic Garden, Calcutta. 
AnaI. Estact. Exp. deAula del. 13 
196-200. 

BOSE, R.B. AND B.N. CHAKRABORTY 

1976 

Effect of low temperatures on the 
seed germination of an exotic tem¬ 
perate species of the genus Hibiscus 
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L. and its introduction at the Indian 
Botanic Garden. Bull. Bot. Surv. 
India 18 :219-220. 

DEB, D.B. 

1977(1979) 

The Indian Botanic Garden. Bull. 
Bot Surv. India 19 : 263-268. 
BASU, S.K. 

1978 

A census of palms cultivated in the 
Indian Botanic Garden, Howrah. 
Principes 22 : 127-135. 
BHATTACHARYA, A.P., U.C. BHATTA- 
CHARYYA AND N. DUTTA 
1978 

Pithecoctenium cynacchoides DC. 
(Bignoniaceae): a note on its first 
introduction in Indian Botanic 
Garden, Howrah and study of its 
horticulture, taxonomy and cyto¬ 
logy. Sci. & Cult. 44 : 401-403. 
DAN, S.S., N.R. MONDAL AND 
SIPRA DAN 
1978 

Phytochemical screening of some 
plants of Indian Botanic Garden. 
Bull. Bot Surv. Indio 20 : 117- 
120 . 

JAIN, S.K. 

1978 

Practical role of Botanic Gardens 
in conservation of rare and threa¬ 
tened plants. Bull. Bot. Surv. India 
20: 188-189. 

BASU. S.K. AND SAIBAL BASU 
1979(1981) 

Holarrhena f/oribunda (Apocy- 
naceae): a West African medicinal 
plant introduced in the Indian 
Botanic Garden, Howrah. Bull. Bot. 

; Surv. India 21 : 186-188. 

RAO, A.S.etal. 

1979(1981) 

Didymoplexis pollans Griff.: redis¬ 
covery ofa rare saprophyte orchid 


in the Indian Botanic Garden, 
Howrah. Bull. Bot Surv. India 2 1 : 
151-156. 

RATHORE, S.R. 

1979(1981) 

Ecological notes of Cymbidium 
a/sifo/ium Sw. (Orchidaceae) in the 
Indian Botanic Garden, Howrah. 
Bull. Bot Surv. India 21 : 168- 
170. 

ROY CHOWDHURY, K.N. 

1979 

Lichens of the Indian Botanic 
Garden (48 species). Bull. Bot. 
Surv. India 21 : 163. 

SAFUI, BELA., J.N. SINGH AND 

N.R. MANDAL 

1979(1981) 

An ecological approach to the study 
of aquatic weeds with special 
reference to Sa/vinia mo/esta Mit¬ 
chell in Indian Botanic Garden, 
Howrah. Bull. Bot. Surv. India 2 1: 
139-141. 

SINGH, J.N. 

1979(1981) 

The great banyan tree (Ficus 
benghalensis L.) Indian Botanic 
Garden, Howrah-the periodic varia¬ 
tion in its soil fertility status. Bull. 
Bot. Surv. India 21 : 22-27. 

DEB, D.B. 

1980 

On the floods in the Indian Botanic 
Garden. Bull. Bot Surv. India 22 : 
141. 

CHAKRAVERTY, R.K. AND D.P. 

MUKHOPADHYAY 

1983(1985) 

Indian Botanic Garden, Howrah, 
Bull. Bot. Surv. India 25 : 290- 
296. 
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NAYAR, M.P. AND A.R. DAS 
1963(1985) 

William Roxburgh (1751-1815) 
and Nathaniel Wallich (1785- 
1854). Bull. Bot. Surv. India 25 : 
347-356. 

BASU, S.K. 

1984(1986) 

Observation on two threatened 
arecoid palms of Nicobar islands 
cultivated at the Indian Botanic 
Garden, Howrah. Bull. Bot Surv. 
India 26:207 
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